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Public buyers like school boards 
typically are faced with budget 
constraints. Cost reduction and cost 
predictability are key. Volatile 
energy markets pose a significant 
challenge for public buyers. But 
there are solutions. 
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The CSBSA is a 
group of six school 
boards in the 
Greater Toronto 
Area, including the 
York Catholic 
District School 
Board, that work 
together to achieve 
cost savings for 
education. When a 
program idea 
proves successful, 
the CSBSA will 
invite other boards 
to join the program 
and leverage those 
results. The CSBSA 
electricity program 
now serves 49 
school boards. 
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Municipalities, 
universities, 
schools, and 
hospitals fall within 
the Regulated Price 
Plan for electricity. 
Since this plan is 
“regulated”, many of 
these buyers simply 
assume it is a 
benefit for them. In 
fact, large power 
users in the RPP 
pay more than they 
would pay outside 
of the plan. 
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